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YOUTH SECTION

The Making of Peter the Disciple -XI

«—~ DISCIPLES DON'T GET
DISCOURAGED

Sandeep Poonen

| want to continue to consider Peter’s denial of Jesus described in
Luke 22:31-62.

Jesus specifically warned Peter of his denial while at the last supper.
Now how could Peter deny Christdespite being clearly warned by
Him just a few hours earlier?There was no lack of human bravery in
Peter; he was clearly willing to follow Jesus to prison and to death.
Yet, after all this, Peter still failed more than any of the other disciples
(all the rest deserted Jesus but didn't deny Him). Let us look at the
serious sin of discouragement that triggered Peter’s greatest failure.

Tracing Peter’s fall

Right after His prediction that Peter would deny Him three times
(v31-34), Jesus instructs His disciples to sell their coat for a sword.
When the disciples respond that they have two swords, Jesus says
that two swords are sufficient (v35-38). Jesus then goes to the
Garden of Gethsemane and asks Peter, James, and John to pray
with Him. But they fall asleep while Jesus prays (v39-46). Soon after
He is done, Judas comes with the soldiers to arrest Jesus. One of
those with Jesus said, “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” (v49).
They asked Jesus this because He had told them to carry a sword.
They probably therefore assumed that this was the time to use the
sword that Jesus had instructed them to carry.

Peter meanwhile, was probably still hurting from Jesus’s prediction
that he would deny Jesus. He saw a crowd coming armed with swords
and clubs (v52), and thought that this was what Jesus was talking
about. Peter could run away and be safe, or fight to protect Jesus
and be killed. Eager to prove Jesus wrong, he swung his sword and
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cut off the right ear of the servant of the high priest (v50).

But what he was not prepared for was Jesus'’s response. Jesus
rebuked Peter sharply and said, “No more of this!” (v51). And He
asked Peter to put his sword back (John 18:11).

| think this was the final straw for Peter. Jesus predicted that Peter
would deny Him, and then instructed His disciples to carry a sword.
Peter put these two things together and thought that Jesus was
saying that Peter would not fight for Jesus unto death. Then, when
Peter was willing to give up his life for Jesus and swung his sword,
Jesus instead turned around and rebuked him.

| believe this discouraged him tremendously. Jesus rejected his most
courageous act. Even when he was willing to physically sacrifice
his life for Jesus, he was still rebuked. As Peter watched Jesus at
His trial, the hurt and discouragement grew. I'm sure Satan further
stirred his pride and discouragement with thoughts of self-pity and
guilt. It was in this lowest of states, that Peter denied Jesus thrice,
and even to a servant girl.

Jesus understood the immense power in prayer (Luke 22:31-
32)

Jesus told Peter that Satan himself had targeted Peter (Luke 22:31).
But let’'s not miss the fact that Satan had to get permission. Satan
didn’t have the right to “sift” Peter without getting permission from
God first.Like in the story of Job, the devil needed permission from
God. This should be a wonderful comfort for us. We have no reason
to be scared of the devil; our Heavenly Father is in control.

Now did Christ want Peter to fall? Never! God never wants us to
fall, nor does He tempt anyone (James 1:13). But He also saw the
confidence in self and pride that opened Peter to the devil's attacks.
So Jesus warned Peter. He could not force Peterbecause of
his free-will. But He could still pray for Peter. The devil wanted
to destroy Peter— like chaff is blown away from the wheat.Jesus
prayed that even though Peter would fall because of his pride, he
would still repent and turn back to Him. Then, the devil would not
destroy Peter altogether (like chaff blown away from the wheat).
What also stands out to me is the great rest that Jesus finds in
prayer. Prayer was His weapon to counter-attack the devil’'s attempts
to sift Peter. We might think that the best way to counter the devil's
attack was for Jesus to remind Peter who God is. Or for Jesus to
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logically reason with Peter. But Jesus chose the most effective path:
To pray for Peter.Jesus is not surprised when we fall, because we
always fall due to our pride. But Jesus is still compassionate and
lives to intercede for us and draw us back to Him.

What might have happened if Peter had obeyed Jesus and
prayed?

When Jesus was at the Garden of Gethsemane, He urged Peter to
pray — so that they may not enter into temptation. Was this an empty
exhortation by Jesus? Was Peter destined to fall no matter what?
Absolutely not! Peter failed because he did not take Jesus’s
repeated warnings seriously. Jesus saw that Satan wanted to sift
Peter. But Peter did not fall because the Father pre-destined Him
to sin. Even we, being evil relative to God, would never force our
children to do the thing we detest most.

Who knows what might have happened if Peter had chosen to pray
here, instead of sleep? The Father might have reminded Peter about
Jesus’ words to love his enemies and to pray for his persecutors.
Maybe the Father might have reminded Peter that Jesus HAD to go
to the cross and that Peter’s duty was to obey the new
commandment of Jesus, which was to love his fellow disciples.

Pride and Discouragement

This is an important lesson for us.Now God ALWAYS seeks to help
us fight sin. Jesus urgedPeter to pray because He wanted Peter to
find grace in his time of need.

We must believe God'’s absolute promise that He will always provide
a way of escape out of every temptation (2 Corinthians 10:13). We
can live in freedom from sin when we find the way of escape and
come under grace (Romans 6:14). And the reason we do not find
the way of escape and come under grace is simple: We are proud
(1 Peter 5:5).1t is always our pride that causes us to fall into
sin. EVERY SINGLE TIME!This is a very important fact to see this
about ourselves and ALL our failures.

But here’s something | have also found: A very close companionto
pride is self-pity and discouragement. We see this in Peter’'s
failure, and | have seen this over and over in my life.
Discouragement is one of Satan’s greatestweaponsagainst
us. We do not fall in big ways just because we are proud. As | just
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said, ALL sin is a result of our pride. But when pride is mixed with
discouragement, we are capable of the worst of sins.

Fighting discouragement: Keep getting up!

Even though Jesus saw Peter’s pride and Satan’s evil desires, Jesus
had hope. Jesus prayed for Peter’s faith not to fail! Jesus wanted
Peter to endure and not give up!

The word “peter” is now an English verb.Webster tells me that to
peter out means to diminish gradually and come to an end; or to
become exhausted. | do not know the origin of the meaning to this
word, but Peter is definitely NOT an example of this at the end of
his life. He did deny Jesus, but praise God, that’s not the end of his
life story.

For us as well, Jesus is less concerned by the quantity of our
failures as He is by the present quality of our faith (James 1:3 —
knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance). God
sends trials our way to show us the quality of our faith. And the very
first virtue that these fiery trials are meant to produce in us is
endurance (not victory).

This is the NUMBER ONE lesson to learn in battling discouragement.
Keep getting up! Never lose your desire to depend on Jesus,
and never lose your full confidence in Jesus.

It's one thing to lose a battle. But it’'s a much bigger thing to
lose the war.

It’'s one thing to experience failure. But it’'s a much bigger
thing to lose your faith.

Let us keep evaluating the quality of our faith. Maybe our faith was
fiery hot, but we’ve now toned it down because we’re scared to be
called fanatics. Or maybe the narrow road of being a sold-out
disciple is too hard! Or maybe we are afraid of man’s opinion and
so want to be “balanced”: The right amount of work, the right amount
of vacation, and yes, the right amount of Jesus too.

Let's be encouraged from the failure of Peter: Even denying Jesus
at some point in life is not hopeless. Today can be the day of
salvation, where we get back up and choose to return to Jesus.
And as we read the rest of Peter’s story, our faith can grow that
what Jesus did to and through Peter, He can do for us too.
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HE CARES FORYOU

Santosh Poonen

“... casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you." (I Peter 5:7)

This verse is probably very familiar to us. Recentlyl have been meditating on the word “casting.” |
thought of it in the context of casting a net for fishing. Then, | remembered the story in John 21 of the seven
disciples who spent all night fishing. At dawn, Jesus came to the shore. He knew that they hadn't caught
any fish,so He told them to cast their nets on the right-hand side of the boat, and they would catch fish.
They obeyed, and caught a large load of fish. These disciples, who were expert fishermen, would obviously
have spent the night casting their nets on all sides of the boat. What was different about why they were
able to catch fish when Jesus told them to cast their nets on the right-hand side? The difference was that
earlier they were following their own ideas, but now they were obeying Jesus. Whenever we do anything
out of obedience to Jesus, we are sure to succeed!

Now think about what it means to cast all our anxiety upon God. Most anxiety comes from some type
of disappointment. At some point in our lives, all of us have carried around our empty “nets” of anxiety
with unfulfilled hope. This is also what Peter was feeling when he told his fellow disciples, ‘| am going
fishing” (John 21:3). He felt like a failure because he had run away when Jesus was arrested. Jesus
cared for Peter, however, and that's why He came looking for Him.

When we allow anxieties to weigh heavily on our minds, the result is bad moods, unbelief,
discouragement, and depression. Our worries will even keep us up all night, just like the disciples stayed
up all night in the boat. Often, we will look for others around us on whom to cast our anxieties, hoping to
get some sympathy from them. When people fail to meet our expectations, we will look for relief in sinful
pleasures, and these sinful pleasures soon become addictions. This is a dangerous slippery slope.

Then, through the dim light pf dawn, Jesus quietly calls to each of us, “Cast all your anxiety upon Me,
because | care for you." If weobey His call, the result will be exactly asit was for the disciples. First, God
will do a miracle in setting us free from our anxiety. Then, just like the disciples had breakfast with Jesus
(John 21:12), we can have sweet fellowship with Him!

When you face a fiery trial and choose to cast your anxiety on Jesus, He will give you in exchange, the
fruit of His Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). That means: You will have Hislove, even for your enemies who may
have caused your anxiety. Your life will be full of joyeven in the midst of your trial. You will have such
peacein your heart (Philippians 4:7) that you will be able to sleep calmly at night. Instead of being anxious,
you will wait patiently for God to resolve your situation. You will be kind and good to those around you
despite your inner pain. Your life will be full of faith in God's sovereignty. You will be gentlewith those
around you. And, instead of chaos, your life will befull ofself-control.

Such alife is not difficult; it's actually impossible! God has planned it this way, so that we quit trying to
live this life on our own, and seek earnestly to be filled with His Holy Spirit. The disciples were so desperate
and humbled by the time morning came, that they didn't argue with Jesus. They simply obeyed. Letus
also be humble enough to cast our care on Him (| Peter 5:6-7): “Humble yourselves under the mighty
hand of God... casting all your anxiety on Him." If you do obey His call, you will experience His unwavering
promise that “He will exalt you at the proper time."

Today, | hope that you will cast your empty net of anxietyon God, in exchange for fullness of His Spirit.
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