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Youth Section

ALWAYS READY TO GIVE
AN EXPLANATIDN

Sandeep Poonen

1 Peter 3:14-16 - But even if you
should suffer for the sake of righteous-
ness, you are blessed. And do not fear
their intimidation, and do not be
troubled, but sanctify Christ as Lord
in your hearts, always being ready to
make a defense to everyone who asks
you to give an account for the hope
that is in you, yet with gentleness and
reverence; and keep a good con-
science so that in the thing in which
you are slandered, those who revile
your good behavior in Christ will be
put to shame.

Some of us Christians might have
heard this passage, or more specifi-
cally a phrase within this passage:
Always being ready to make a defense
to everyone who asks you. And the
word “defense” is a translation of the
Greek word aplogia from which we get
the English word, “apologetics.” And
Christian apologetics seeks to provide
an intellectual defense of what we as
Christians believe.

First of all, | must start by saying
that |1 have been tremendously
blessed by the various ways in which
Christians have given me an intellec-
tual defense of the Biblical gospel. |
know that in a time in my twenties, this

helped me answer some burning
questions that | had.

But as | read this phrase in con-
text, | see that there is a lot more in
this passage than just being always
ready to give an explanation. So |
wanted to share my thoughts on the
broader points that Peter was making
in this passage.

1) The context of this passage is about
when we suffer for the sake of righ-
teousness

Peter, inspired by the Holy Spirit is
giving us instructions on how to deal
with those who cause us to suffer for
the sake of righteousness.

2) Sanctify Christ as Lord in your heart

The word sanctify means to conse-
crate or set apart. So the main thing
that we have to do when we suffer for
righteousness is a heart matter. It's
no a physical or verbal response. So
we as Christians must first do some-
thing OURSELVES, even when we
stand up for right. We must set apart
Jesus Christ as Lord and Master and
Ruler. So our agenda and sense of
righteous justice must be surrendered.
And our feelings of vengeance and
self-pity when wronged must be
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YOUTH SECTION

kicked out. All of these must be driven
out of our hearts, so that Jesus Christ
can be set apart and enthroned in our
hearts.

3) Give an account for the HOPE that
is in you

Peter does not tell us to give an ac-
count for the logical or philosophical
superiority of what we believe. Now,
there’s nothing wrong in all such ef-
forts. But not everybody has that abil-
ity. And every command of Scripture
must be equally obeyed by the intel-
lectual geniuses as well as the unedu-
cated fisherman. Peter was an un-
educated fisherman. He was clearly
not very smart intellectually, and ad-
mits that the writings of Paul are hard
to understand. So Peter, of all people,
would definitely not be encouraging all
of us to become rigorous philoso-
phers.

What Peter does encourage ALL of us
to do is to be always ready to give an
account for the HOPE that is in us.
And what is that hope that we can al-
ways claim, even when we suffer?

Romans 5:5 - and hope does not dis-
appoint, because the love of God has
been poured out within our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who was given
to us.

This is a hope we can always boast
in. This is a hope that does not disap-
point: The LOVE OF GOD WITHIN
US, that has been poured out through
the Holy Spirit.

Please note that we are not even
asked to give an account for OUR love
for God. We are asked to give an ac-
count of God'’s love that we treasure
and that is within us. So Peter says
that we must be always prepared to
explain to others how we are able to
suffer without being troubled: By shar-
ing what our hope is, the great love of
God that we ourselves are experienc-
ing. So we do NOT have to give a rig-
orous explanation for views on evolu-
tion, or how old the earth is, or every
other philosophical point of view.

We MUST be always prepared to
have to give an account for THIS
HOPE: That Almighty God loves me.

4) We share the love of God to others
with gentleness and reverence

The love of God is vast in its mercy.
So that is why the love of God must
be drenched in gentleness. The love
of God reached us even though we
resisted it over and over. So we can
be gentle in our presentation of the
love of God to others. So God's great
mercy and gentleness must be high-
lighted in our explanation of God's love
in us.

But the love of God must also be
shared in the context of His hatred for
sin. The love of God is best demon-
strated on the cross, where the inno-
cent (Jesus) died for the guilty (us).
And the reason Jesus died for us was
because the holiness of God de-
manded justice for our sins. And the
love of God is heightened when we
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realize that it wasn't that an innocent
Person died on the cross, but that that
the innocent Jesus died in MY PLACE
so that | might not face the justice for
my sins.

5) Keep a good conscience

This is something that is often forgot-
ten but that is the best proof of our
hope. A conscience that is kept good.

This is something that we have to do
for ourselves. This has nothing to do
with our oppressors. This is squarely
on us. So as we saw, Peter begins
his advice in dealing with suffering by
talking about setting part Jesus as
Lord in our hearts. And he closes with
keeping my conscience clean. So that
means seeking to do what is right, as
well as quickly repenting and confess-
ing our sins when we are wrong (1
John 1.7).

So | have no respect for a smart, in-
tellectual, talented Christian, who can
provide persuasive arguments for the
Christian faith but who lives a life de-
feated in sin. I have met a lot of Chris-
tians, especially young, who are pas-
sionate to learn more about intellec-
tual arguments about faith, but who
love the world. Or still dabble in
internet pornography. Or still have
pride (maybe of their intellectual prow-
ess) 0ozing out of their eyes. Or still
have a tongue that speaks in anger
from time to time. | know what that
can look like because | was one such
person. | say that to my shame.

But | praise God that He has deeply
convinced me that my life is my best
defense. | know see that | am a na-
ked person playing fancy notes on a
trumpet. The notes are fancy and |
might be quite dexterous with the
trumpet. But people cannot pay at-
tention to my music because | have
no clothes on. And | am spiritually
naked when | am defeated to sin and
don't strive to keep a good con-
science. And the people in the world
are not impressed by people who talk
about the logical proof of Jesus, but
who clearly love money and sex and
the approval of people just everybody
in the world does

So yes, let us be always ready as
Christians, when we find that we suf-
fer for what is right:

e To set apart Jesus Christ as Lord
in our hearts

o To always be ready to give an ac-
count for the great HOPE that we
have: That God Almighty loves us

e To present God's love for us in
gentleness (because God was so
gentle with us) and reverence (be-
cause it was our sins that was the
price that had to be paid by Jesus)

e To always strive to keep a good
conscience by hating every sin that
we see within us, and being eager
to repent of it and walk in obedi-
ence to the light of God’s Word.

May God find many such witnesses
of God’s love, as the days get more

and more difficult. n
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he unique will of God has led me into many places throughout my

life, and it has been an incredible journey. However, we must learn
to do the first things first. Come back to your first love if you need to;
open the Word of God and begin to read it. Don’t live in an illusion that
one day this mystical will of God will fall into your lap while you are
choosing to ignore the revealed will of God.

Scripture says, “This is the will of God, that by doing good you may
put to silence the ignorance of foolish men” (1 Peter 2:15). The revealed
will of God is this—doing good; speaking the truth; caring in an uncaring
time; praying when nobody else prays; studying when everyone else is
writing off the Word of God; speaking the name of Jesus when
everyone else wants to curse His name. This is where character is
formed! You have to win battles in secret before you can win them in
public. Remember, you will not become a super evangelist who loves
everybody if you have not learned to love people in private. That is how
it works. So do not worry so much about finding the unique will of God
for your life; it will come to you. Concern yourself today with the
revealed will of God, and the unique will of God will surely follow.

Paul said in the book of Ephesians that we “should do the will of God
from our hearts” (6:6). | encourage you to ask God for the will to do His
will. Come to Him and say, “Lord, open my heart to what You have for
my life. Don’t let me consider anything as too small or undignified. Help
me to be the one who sees a piece of paper on the floor and picks it up.
Help me to be kind, truthful, and faithful; a builder rather than a
destroyer. Help me to be the one who will promote unity in the midst of a
divided society. Yet, let me also be willing to take a stand for truth when
everyone else is content to deal with lies. Lord, give me the courage to
follow You fully.”

As you trust God for the will to do His will, | believe Jesus will be
revealed to You in a way that you have never known Him. You will be
absolutely amazed at where God is going to take you and what He will
do through your life.
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