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oflo. 6./ wil. Wl 803 GRANEOB] @ Scripture: Acts 2: 32: “ Him, being delivered by the determined
@O WEHAEE Ol : @OSM OO HOBNI20EN] purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands,
saue2)r$le:  d M3, @O OOMOEM have crucified and put to death”
‘*”"gﬂm@;“;‘éfafzaw‘“ @AM &3m3. Omlenn Now, we get to the crux of one of the greatest sermons ever. Peter
6a00aT 0481-2391513, 8281027519 @OBOOM 603 ()0 had read frpm Joel abput all thzft l*_lacl beer.n prf)phesied —that th(::-re would
bkl be Holy Spirit revelation; conviction on sin righteousness and judgment
2001 20N3M3. @(nIG0P and that Jesus would return! Then he gets down to the crunch of the
(380)05(0!0)'[(03 2388 &BB3NIMG EBIBNAIDI0 gospel. “Men , listen.... this Jesus... you put him to death “. This is
nQ)EREM MUBMAN] £HOMD such vital revelation and the key to preaching and understanding the
@Ral01031I &91Wo? 20(O2L OO gospel. You and me nailed Him to the cross! For my transgressions

ailtdoad @EANE0B0 BRAIOM G and iniquities Jesus ’died. Yes, Jesus died not only for Fhe sins of the
world but very specially for each and every one of us simply because

Sﬁéﬁﬁgﬁ’;’v ”:3 THAOGKE 063 (10 QHen g0 (00 5A 0, aEMRnih DAY each and every one us put Him there! Jesus died for all the sin that had
e mfy?am SBNIEEOSISIOS OABNIo NIMIEHIM3. been committed and all that was to come and that includes every one

@B 2[1S) P of us because if we say we have not sinned we in fact call God a liar! It
@YIDENAN) WIS is so important to realize just how intimate and personal was the cross
@lolajolewanzy@ens. (il 9o’ 0GB for each of us. When we come to grips with that it all changes from

@D @RAUMIAT) -

S being a religion to a very personal relationship with dynamic change

and side effects! Don’t blame Pontius Pilate, the Romans or the Jews. It
was I, me and myself, the essence of sin, that put Him through all that
MmlWas ~llmlod o

Acceptance of guilt and the due consequences of sin is vital in re-
establishing our relationship with God and is absolutely key to revival
both personally and corporately! Yes, I nailed Him but God raised Him.
That'’s the gospel. As promised through the prophets, God did the job
and re-opened the spiritual link for us. Jesus is Lord, the Christ, Saviour,
name above all names, the only name by which man can be saved, the
Son of God and the Son of man. That declaration cut to the heart! What
shall we do? There was conviction of sin! Repent and be baptized in the
name of Jesus and you will receive the Holy Spirit. Peter carried on!
“Save yourselves” he pleaded- suggesting that it is an individual and
personal decision - from this corrupt generation. He called it as it is. It
is a corrupt world! It is a battleground , not a playground! There was an
altar call. 3000 responded and the church was on the way! Peter spoke
boldly, with no compromise! Bravely he preached the Cross and that is
'WENONIN® MmO H1MB; @RAUIM MENIMEED BRACD RW J)EMERIAIBBO)" the only foundation for the church, like it or not!

(MU idommo 106:1)

2000 Michael 1. Waters
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Youth Section

AMIANOLD
COVENANTOR
NEW COVENANT
CHRISTIAN?

Sandeep Poonen

Question:

You talked earlier about the New Covenant. How do | know if | am
a Christian but still relating to God based on His Old Covenant?

Answer:

This is a great question. To me, this kind of question goes to the
very heart of what matters. At the end of the day, our lives prove
the reality of our relationship with God.

First of all, | must tell you that | have to keep fighting to relate with
God correctly, so it's a process that hopefully keeps increasing. It
is The Bible tells me that the ways of God are higher than the ways
of man — as high as the heavens are above the earth (Isaiah 55:9).
If I think about the natural way | live and do things on this earth, they
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are mostly normal — | try my best to live my life based on human
logic and common sense. And | am definitely not saying that all
these ways are automatically wrong. But if | am a Christian and
believe in the Christian God, | must have a continuous sense of
need simply because the ways of my God who created me are
infinitely higher than my ways. So | must constantly recognize my
need for Him to instruct me on His ways.

For example, atheists don’t believe in the Christian God at all, so
live completely based on their logic and rational minds. Now if | am
a Christian, | must be very different from the atheists in this: My life
and my behavior and underneath it all, my very way of thinking,
must demonstrate that | clearly believe in a God. So we shouldn’t
take comfort in that we find the atheists’ logic incorrect. | am the
real fool if my life does not reflect the truth that God’s ways are so
much higher than mine, and | therefore must actively seek for His
ways and submit to them.

And just like | disagree with the atheists that there is no God, |
also disagree with those who relate with God based on His Old
Covenant (Old Agreement). Now there are many things that | can
share about the differences between the Old Agreement and the
New Agreement. But for now, | want to share with you one picture
from God’s Word that highlights a key difference between Old
Covenant and New Covenant Christians.

Jeremiah 3:16-17 —lIt shall be in those days when you are multiplied
and increased in the land,” declares the Lord, “they will no longer
say, ‘The ark of the covenant of the Lord.” And it will not come to
mind, nor will they remember it, nor will they miss it, nor will it be
made again. At that time they will call Jerusalem ‘The Throne of the
Lord,” and all the nations will be gathered to it, to Jerusalem, for the
name of the Lord; nor will they walk anymore after the stubbornness
of their evil heart.

This passage gives us a very simple picture of a key distinction
between the Old and New Covenant. And it is seen in the pictures
of an Ark and a Throne.

But first, we must remember that BOTH the Ark and the Throne
resided in God’s holy presence where there is no sin. The Ark was
placed in the Most Holy Place where God’s glory (referred to as His
holy Shekinah glory) dwelled. No ordinary person could enter the
Most Holy Place; even the High Priest could enter the Most Holy
Place just once a year. And as the name suggests, the Throne of
God is where God Himself sits in heaven. So both these pictures
are speaking of the holy things of God.

And like the symbols of the Ark and the Throne, both the Old and
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New Covenants were written BY GOD HIMSELF. They were written
and given mankind by God, and the Old Agreement was made
obsolete only when Jesus introduced the New Agreement.

The Ark is a picture of the Old Covenant because in the Ark was
placed the Ten Commandments — written by the finger of God and
given to Moses for the Israelites. So the Ark did not house God
Himself — it housed the holy commandments of God.

The New Covenant however, is marked by a Throne. The very
purpose of Throne is for a Person to sit on. So the Throne to me is
a pointer to God Himself.

And as | think about these pictures as a reflection of the Old
Covenant and the New Covenant, the very simple difference as a
Christian is if | primarily relating with the holy commandments of
God, or if | primarily relate with God Himself. Living with the Ark of
God in the forefront s living a life looking at the Laws and Commands
of God. Meanwhile, living with the Throne of God in the forefront is
living a life looking at God Himself. So very simply, we are New
Covenant Christians if we consistently seek to interact with God
Himself.

So this is a question | ask myself repeatedly, and | ask here as
well for you all too:

How would | evaluate the quality of my spiritual walk lately? As |
think about the last few months, have | advanced as a Christian?
And if so, what is a good test of that? Do | evaluate my spiritual
walk primarily by the sins | did or did not commit, and the rules of
God that | did or did not break? Or do | evaluate my spiritual walk
primarily by the personal words of life that | heard from the God who
is the Creator of the Universe and who sits on the Throne?

This is a deep heart-searching question, because the HUGE
tendency within me is to evaluate my spiritual walk by a checklist of
rules and commandments. Ever since my original ancestors Adam
and Eve ate from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, | have
this natural tendency to evaluate everything from a human point of
view of good or evil. My nature does not want to take time to interact
with God Himself, and especially if | think | know the rules of what |
should and should not do.

So | have to fight my natural “religious” tendency to live with a set
of Christian rules (every religion has their own set of rules), and
seek to constantly live as a New Covenant Christian who keeps
coming back to the Throne of God, to hear from God Himself.

One final thought: This view of God does not make me throw
away His commands. In fact, when | interact with the God who sits
on the Throne, | will treat His commands (found in the Bible) all the
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more seriously.

And let me use an example to explain what | mean. If | heard the
Prime Minister of India say, “You should not throw garbage on the
street,” | might listen but | may not take it seriously. But it would be
very different if the Prime Minister asked me personally to come to
his office, and | walked past all the pomp and splendor of his stately
office, and past all the guards dressed in full military attire, and he
looked me in the eye and said, “Sandeep, this is very important. |
really want you to be very careful not to throw any garbage on the
street from now on!” | would never forget that encounter. And his
words would ring in my mind again and again, and especially when
I’'m tempted to litter the streets. The same command would now
have a wholly different effect on me.

So also, when I live my life before the Throne of God and seek to
listen to God Himself, He speaks to me through His Word, and they
become personal and meaningful and sacred to me. Now, it is no
longer about bland obedience to a set of rules; it becomes about
pleasing the One’s Who’s wondrous presence | just came from!

This is the marvelous wonder of the New Agreement. God draws
us close. He doesn’t speak from afar. He calls us into His heavenly
courts and even as we are blessed and in awe at His majesty, and
even as we fall flat on our faces as the angelic beings cry out, “Holy,
Holy, Holy is the Lord God Almighty,” we are inspired because God
speaks to us personally from His Throne. This God on the Throne
looks us in the eye and says things like, “| have loved you with an
everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3), and “l have accepted you in my
Beloved Son Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 1:4 — KJV) and “Put away all
bitterness and anger” (Ephesians 4:31), and “Do nothing from
selfishness and empty conceit” (Philippians 2:3), and so on. So
now, these are no longer simply words on the pages of my Bible
that | read during my daily quiet time. THESE ARE PERSONAL
WORDS BY GOD TO INSTRUCT, CORRECT, AND TRAIN ME TO
BE LIKE HIS SON JESUS, and | am deeply affected by it.

Dear family of God, | have not attained a life where | always live
before the Throne of God (like Jesus did). But | have tasted of this
life, and | have also tasted of such a life more in the last few years.
As a result, | have been more established and rooted in the love of
God, and | have heard God speak more consistently to me. So my
desire is that | might live this kind of life even more in the coming
days. And so also, my prayer is that the same might be true about
you too as well. May God help us!

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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